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Please favor me with a reprint of the following 
item, which has come to my‘ attention through 
Current Contents. 
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ml rcscarc!i has a rcsponsi- 
bilitg lo pdecl its tools to 
I hizhcr standard, e\-en v!:ile 
thr bcjt ones availahir arc’ 
distribu:cd as ‘\<iclely a~ pos\i- 
ble. 

Whel c \acciuation ig lc;a!. 
ly compulsory. as it is agnins! 
rmallpos; Oi virtually TO, as 
rgainst polio, ue can ob~e~~\e 
an intcwsting question of 
roclal policy. \\‘hcn a lavfie 
fraction of t!le ~w~n~lntion ia 
rlready 1 accinated, the chain 
of Inft ction is broken--n it h 
great bmcfit to unt accinntc*tl 
people as’ Nell. If one iw 
divitlual then refuses vaccina- 
tion, he no longer espows 
himself to wry gre;\L risk, 
but is exploiting his fellow 
citizens who have taken the 
trouble to he imtnwizctl. 

Some inJivkluals mny hs; e 
their OWI reawns to rcfu.+> 
to participate in 11liS kind of 
social inwrnn~~g: and if 50, 
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1loKcver. wc arc beginnin: 
to u:~clcr~~!~ntl dimly sonic of 
the v.ap in rvhich virus gcncs 
interact with those of hohi 
rrllc, which is obr.iously full 
clanwiltal to ercntunl know I 
edge of these rrlationshiys. 
\Ye also know that virusrs 
of diffcsrcnt strain5 can inter. 
act nilh one anotlrcr and ))I o)- 
dtlce new st[,ai:li. This oiwns 
t:le poi.;ibility that hnrmlcis 
straini could crosd-l)rc‘cil and 

;~L.1’IIOLG11 \vc should bc 
avitlly seeking new knoul- 
ctlp, there i.3 a great deal 
we do know that is not no\) 
applied in practical vaccine 
production. 1i.c know how to 

purify Siruscs as chemical 
erltitie5: but nlo.\t vaccines 
arc crude kbroducti hnrvcsied 
diwr’(ly fro:0 infccwd cul. 
turcs. For csamplc, 1hc1.e is 
no regulation that a ~accinc 
be examined under an clcc- 
tron microscope for uniform. 
ity of its virus barticks, or 
that It be anal~zrd for its 
nucleic acid corn~)o:,i:ian 01. 
for the rnoleculw ivei;ht of 
its particles. l’hc routine aI)- 
ylication of similar tech. 
niques would have Icd (0 a 
much earlier drt~ction of the 
SV40 contamination of ~~0110 
vaccines. 

Cost is thr main CSL’LI,C fol. 
ncglcct~,Cut clicap \~CC’I~CS 


